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&c. Presented by Dr. A. Petermann, 1867. Map of the Marquesas 
Islands, Pacific Ocean. Presented by Dr. A. Petermann. Map of 
the Sulden-Gebietes, near Ortler, the Ehsetian Alps. Presented by 
Dr. A. Petermann. 

The following Papers were read : — 

1. Notes of a Journey from Bida, in Nwpe, to Kano, in Hausa, performed 
in 1862 by Dr. W. B. Baikie, r.n. Extracted from portions of Dr. 
Baikie's Journals in possession of the Foreign Office. By J. Kirk, Esq., 

M.D., F.E.G.S. 

(Communicated by the Foreign Office.) 

De. Baikie left Lukoja, the British settlement formed by him oppo- 
site the confluence of the Binuwe and the Niger, in December, 1861 , 
on a journey to Hausa, to recover the papers of Dr. Vogel and other 
travellers. He remained at Bida, the capital of Nupe, until the 
month of April following, and then set out on his march in a north- 
easterly direction towards Kano. On his journey he passed through 
several towns of considerable population, the inhabitants of which 
spoke the Hausa language. On the fifteenth day of the march 
(April 28th) his party entered the country of Zariya, and on the 
30th reached the capital of that district, which is one of the great 
centres of commerce of Hausa. The silk-cotton trees which surround 
the town make its site conspicuous in the midst of the plain ; there 
are upwards of 1000 of these trees, varying from 50 to 70 feet in 
height. The height of the plain above the sea is 2000 feet, and 
rivers drain it to the Kaduna and thence to the Kwora. On the 
26th May Dr. Baikie left Zariya, diverging from his route to visit 
the King at his war-camp, and resuming his north-easterly course 
on the 18th of June. On the 29th, having left the town of Antsan, 
they found the streams flowing in an opposite direction, to pass 
round Bebeji and join one of the affluents of Lake Tshad: after 
crossing several of these streams the party reached Kano on the 
2nd July. He was well received by the King, who was at his war- 
camp in the south-easterly part of his dominions, and all the papers 
of the European travellers were ordered to be delivered up to him ; 
but it now appeared that the greater part were at Zinder, whither 
they had been taken by the Azhenawa after the murder of Corporal 
Maguire. The paper concluded with tables of routes and barometric 
observations, and lists of the Kings of Zariya and Kano. It will be 
printed in extenso in the ' Journal,' vol. xxxvii. 

The President said the thanks of the Society were due to the Foreign 
Office for communicating this abstract of the adventurous journeys of the late 
Dr. Baikie, undertaken in the course of his mission to Africa. He would also 
ask the meeting to return their thanks to Dr. Kirk, the companion of Living" 
stone, for having prepared this excellent abstract, from the voluminous docu- 
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ments which Dr. Baikie had left behind him. He (the President) had a strong 
personal interest in the labours of Dr. Baikie, because he was President of the 
Society at the time the expedition to the Niger was decided upon. He wrote 
to his lamented friend, Sir John Richardson, the eminent naturalist, then the 
head of the Medical Department of the Naval Establishment near Portsmouth • 
and Dr. Baikie, who was a young assistant-surgeon under him, at once volun- 
teered for this special and most dangerous service. Dr. Baikie was wrecked in 
the steamer the Day Spring in ascending the Niger in 1857, and showed his 
fertility of resource in establishing his party in camp on the shore, saving 
what they could from the vessel, and cultivating relations with the neigh- 
bouring chiefs, especially with the Sultan of Sakatu ; thus supporting the party 
in this position until another steamer arrived from England. Dr. Baikie 
passed seven years in that region, and, under the auspices of Her Majesty's 
Government, established at Lukoja a station, with the object of opening up 
commercial relations with the intelligent chiefs of the neighbouring country, 
and he had advanced a considerable way in producing the best feeling and 
harmony between the native tribes and the British establishment. Now, 
when he told them that he had the authority of Commodore Wilmot, the late 
Commander of our naval forces upon that coast, for stating that this station 
had attained a degree of usefulness that was highly creditable to the British 
nation, they would willingly offer their tribute of admiration to the devotion 
of Dr. Baikie. After passing through all the trials incident to a long residence 
in that country, he was, on his return home, at Sierra Leone, suddenly seized 
with fever and carried; off. He, the President, had most willingly signed a 
petition now before the Lords of the Treasury in favour of the relatives of 
Dr. Baikie, who, he was sorry to state, were left in bad circumstances. 

Mr. Tbelawney Saunders said he should be sorry if the paper of his 
lamented friend, Dr. Baikie, passed without remark. There must be manr 
who had a kindly recollection of him, a most genial man, learned and well- 
informed ; and he had added very considerably to our knowledge of Africa. 
It was through his voyage on the Chadda that he first became known as a 
geographer. It was then almost a new river to us, and it was through his 
labours that we became so well acquainted with its coarse. It appeared by 
the present paper that he had visited another new river, the Kaduna. This 
journey was through a country lying between the course Clapperton took on 
the north, and that which Lander took in his attempt to reach the Niger after 
Clapperton's death; so that it was a welcome addition to our geographical 
knowledge. This great interior country was an elevated region, possessing large 
towns, forests, and a climate suitable to Europeans. The death of Dr. Baikie was 
the more to be deplored from the circumstance that he appeared to have left 
no one to succeed him as the apostle of African exploration in the Soudan. 
If Africa is ever to be civilised, it is to the Soudan that we must look as the 
chief seat of any movement for that purpose. It was the seat of a great com- 
merce and of a great population. It contained also the largest Mohamedan 
empires in Negroland, the Fellatah territories extending from the coast nearly 
half across the continent, thus affording some proof of the capability of the 
Negro for organisation. He should be proud to see the day when some com- 
bination, like the East India Company, would take a strong hold of Africa, 
and deal with the natives as we had done in India. 



2. A Visit to Vohimarina, the North-East Province of Madagascar. By 
the Bishop of Mauritius. 

This province, called Vohimare by Europeans, is on the whole 
mountainous, but it possesses, along the courses of its rivers, large 



